[Two patients with Hantavirus infection in The Netherlands; substantial increase in incidence in neighbouring countries].
A 12-year-old girl and a 57-year-old woman were admitted with fever, general malaise, abdominal pain, nausea and vomiting. Both patients had acute renal insufficiency based on tubulointerstitial nephritis caused by the genus Hantavirus, which was confirmed by blood tests. Both patients recovered spontaneously. The neighbouring countries of France, Germany and Belgium have recently reported 2- to 7-fold increases in the number of Hantavirus infections. Hantavirus is a zoonotic viral disease that is transmitted by mice and is found in humans worldwide. Infection with Hantavirus is associated with severe renal impairment and thrombocytopenia, which usually resolves spontaneously. Recognition of the clinical signs and targeted serological testing can lead to adequate management of the disease. Diagnosing patients with Hantavirus infections will also help to prevent infections in The Netherlands and track epidemiological changes.